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Any study of the Christ leads at last beyond the pages of the 
Holy Scriptures. He was foreshadowed in the Old Testament ; 
the record of his life and teaching appears in the New Testa- 
ment ; but his influence is to be felt in all subsequent literature 
and his words have affected the doctrines and beliefs even of some 
non-Christian peoples. He was born in Palestine, but he belongs 
to the world. It was to nothing less than the world that he came 
with his message and his example. Though he was crucified in 
Judea, he laid down his life in behalf of the world. These uni- 
versal elements of his character, his claims, and his influence 
bring him into comparison with other great religious teachers of 
humanity. 

Such comparison is as instructive as it is unavoidable. To 
many its chief value lies in the polemical significance. The 
practical end of demonstrating the superiority of Jesus dominates 
their investigations. Was he greater than the greatest of these ? 
Do his words, deeds, character, reveal, as over against these, a 
more than human personality, or a humanity so exalted as to be 
explained only from a superhuman source ? — these are the 
questions which not a few reasonably hope to answer in the 
affirmative. 

Another line may be followed, leading doubtless to the 
same end, though it starts from another point. In this case the 
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student is seeking light from every quarter upon the life, teach- 
ings, and character of Jesus Christ. He finds in this comparison 
a not insignificant source of illumination. He now views Jesus 
from the universal side. He asks, " How is he revealed tome 
from among the other religious leaders of men ? In what respect 
will it enlarge my knowledge of him to view him in the light of 
their life, their teachings, their character ? " It is questions such 
as these, and the point of view which they take, that suggest the 
new and final aspect of the study of the Christ with which we con- 
clude the series of suggestions respecting this study, presented in 
these pages for the past few months. Only hints of argument, 
outlines of principles, will be attempted, in order merely to inspire 
and direct further work in this most fascinating field. 



Many may think that in instituting these comparisons the 
student is taking our Lord out of his rightful domain, lowering 
his dignity, degrading the gospel which he proclaimed, and mak- 
ing a dangerous compromise with error. Yet one may well call 
attention to the simplest facts in the case. What, for example, 
does it mean that Jesus is one of a company of religious found- 
ers ? What is the significance of the fact that other systems of 
religion than Christianity have at their centre personalities who 
give form, motive, and even name to the organizations ? Here 
are Zoroaster, Confucius, Buddha, Mohammed — great names, 
whose import for religion we are just beginning to appreciate at 
something like their real worth. Is it not clear that Jesus him- 
self chose to take his stand among them, to work on their level, 
from this level to invite comparison with them and in this com- 
parison to illustrate himself and his teaching more clearly and 
convincingly ? 

The impression thus suggested is corroborated in a multitude 
of directions. Observe how each one of these religious leaders 
is a part of his own age both in personal life and experience and 
in religious activity. Jesus was no unnatural Jew, out of sympathy 
with his own times because beyond them. We can hardly conceive 
of him in India, or of Buddha in Jerusalem. All these great 
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leaders use methods determined by time and place, whether it be 
Judea in the first century or Arabia in the seventh. The form 
of the message is modified for the people to whom it is brought 
according to their way of religious thinking, their heritage of 
past beliefs. These teachers all manifest and work in the 
human relations and conditions in which they are born, speak- 
ing in words which their brethren in the flesh can best under- 
stand, and to needs which they preeminently feel. 

Wonderful underlying resemblances with these teachers 
develop more clearly the Christ's relation to them. In much 
he was no exception, no unique phenomenon. His methods 
and aims show similar characteristics to those of the other 
founders of religions. These characteristics are not found in 
their entirety in each one of the great non-Christian teachers, but 
there is not one who does not show some trait, some element of 
resemblance, examples of which are the following : The narrow 
circle of believers is first gathered. A few are impressed before 
the many are moved. The ultimate object of teaching is attained 
by the impact of spirit on spirit. There is no care to leave behind 
a written record of the preaching. The incarnation of it all in a 
few living men inspired by the founder's personality is enough. 
Hope and light are radiated. The imagination of after genera- 
tions gathers a vast body of written material which reflects and 
idealizes the impression produced. The substance of the teach- 
ing deals with the elemental in human life and experience. 
Hence the same themes recur. Often similar thoughts are 
uttered. The deeds bear in many elements a common stamp and 
the persons attracted disclose a common character. The rela- 
tion of man and God, man's past and his future, his sins, sorrows, 
hopes, and fears — these things are the subjects of their discourse. 
Religion is the common centre of their lives. 



Such considerations may seem startling to some to whom 
they come as a novelty. But they only emphasize in a new way 
and illustrate with unexpected light the old truth of the wonder- 
ful adaptability of the life and teaching of Jesus to the human 
mind and heart. He is perfectly natural in his dealings with 
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humanity. His doctrine is not something external, superim- 
posed from without, to which man must adjust himself. It has 
already been adjusted to man, just as other religious teachers 
have sought to meet the wants of the human souls about them. 
Their likenesses in these matters are marvelously instructive, 
not as the devil's copies of the one and only true, but as " the 
testimony of the soul naturally Christian " to the perfect suitable- 
ness of the Christ to be "the Light of the World." 



If now reasonable ground has been shown for making such 
comparison, as being implied in the relation which Jesus himself 
virtually takes to these teachers, another step may be taken. 
We may hope to learn from our study something of the qualities 
for an ideal religious teacher and founder. Our method is a 
thoroughly scientific one, that of comparison and selection. 
What then are these essential characteristics that appear in such 
a comparative study ? The answer which we offer is merely 
suggestive, for the task is gigantic. 

I . Such a religious leader must have the quality of inwardness. 
He knows man in his inmost self, and the essentials of man's 
need. He lays hold of the permanent and vital in human nature. 
Humanity is not satisfied with superficial work in religion. He 
strikes the fundamental chords which give form and direction to 
the entire harmony and without whose control minor strains die 
away into silence, or dissonance rends the soul. He is not 
deceived by appearance, nor does he stop till he reaches the 
centre. The springs of life are searched and purified, renewed 
and directed under his hand. He acts, he speaks, from the 
spirit to the spirit. His method and his work are vital. 



2. There must be the quality of universality. The principles 
enforced must be useful in all ages. The form of the message 
may be colored by the particular period, but the message itself 
goes back to ultimate ideas which can be separated from the 
dress that clothes them and can take on naturally the garb of 
any and every time. The great teacher speaks to all races in all 
climes. He knows how to reach all varieties of experience and dis- 
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position. He brings his religious thought to bear upon all the rela- 
tions of life, not by specific and particular declarations, but in the 
wide reach of his maxims, the applicability of his general ideas, 
and the transparent reference of his precepts and example to all 
realms of human effort, concerning alike the individual and 
society. 

3. The world's religious teacher must be an illustration and 
example of his doctrine. He shows that confidence in applying 
his teachings to himself which he exhibits in recommending them 
to others. Indeed the truth which he proclaims not merely 
comes forth from his lips, but belongs to his life, is part of him- 
self. The world demands of him that he exemplify it. The 
religious sense of humanity revolts from inconsistency of life 
and words. Doctrine is thus exhibited most clearly when it is 
incarnated. Teaching through personality is always with least 
admixture of error. The true test of the teacher's gospel as 
well as the most effective motive for its propagation lie in the 
model of its character and effect in one's own person. This is 
merely to say that in religion, as in every other sphere, the true 
leader leads. 

4. The great religious teacher must have the inspiratiotial 
quality. His teaching is not only vital and universal ; it is also 
enkindling. The promulgation of new truth may leave us cold, 
or it may arouse desire without satisfying it. But a true religious 
leader fires us with enthusiastic belief in his message, and leads 
us to the realization of it. He possesses and conveys power. 
Not only knowledge of what is true is the need of the world ; it 
is the presence of one who arouses in men aspiration to realize 
that which is known and power to attain that after which they 
aspire. In other words, the ideal teacher is a great personality 
endowed with spiritual vitality, winning by sweet reasonableness, 
drawing by irresistible conviction, transforming by the force of 
example and self-communication to the springs of the inner life. 



It is not claimed that these four characteristics of the ideal 
religious leader are all that might be named. Yet no one will 
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deny that they are fundamental and wide-reaching. They are 
gathered from a comparison of the salient characteristics of the 
world's great teachers of religion. For the purpose which is 
before us, the knowledge of the Christ, they afford a helpful, if 
somewhat unique, method of study. This may take two direc- 
tions. First, we may apply these characteristics to the life and 
teaching of the Christ. That marvelous life thereby gains a 
new setting, grows in beauty through the discovery of the 
harmonious adjustment of qualities, discloses a depth and breadth 
not before realized. Or, again, we may measure all these teach- 
ers by this standard, endeavoring to ascertain how far they 
approach it, contrasting them, one with another, from this point 
of view. Both procedures are thoroughly scientific, and cannot 
but prove profitable. There can be no question that the outcome 
will be a fuller and more truthful conception of Jesus. 



What more interesting and delightful culmination of one's 
study of the Christ, as thus we take leave of him, standing, as he 
himself chose to stand, among the other religious leaders of man- 
kind, and rising out from among them. It is, in a word, to view 
the Christ as the universal Teacher, "the Saviour of the World." 



